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IIT BHUBANESWAR LENDS AHELPING HAND
TOSTRANDED MIGRANT WORKERS

Bhubaneswar:, May24
(TNB) IIT Bhubaneswar
upon the indtiative of Prof.
E.%. Raja Kumar, Director,
HUT Bhubaneswar has
served 1D0E packeis of
eooked and packed food
had been received From the:
Labour Commission along
with drinking water boitles
were provided by the
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan
(UBA) of the Minisiry of
HRD. This apart, 2022 mi-
gramt workers stranded in
the campus have been
locked after with the asso-
ciation of WBOC the Project
Management Consuliant
and the contmaciors during
the lockdown pericd of
Covide 19 pandemic. Also
the faculty and studenis
reached out w0 the Eamily
of a deceased labowrer with
a inken of financial assis.
tance.

The first baich of the food
distribution was led by
Prod. BV, Raja Kumar, [k
recion, [IT Bhubaneswar
himself an the National
Highway mo. 16 mear
Khordha overbridge on
ik May, 2020 amidst the:
spell of Cyclone Amphan

which was followed by
team af volumesrs consist-
ing of siwdents, faculiy
amd =tafl members of the
Institute near the Jatani
Gate located on the MNa-
tional Highwary while main-
taining full islation. This
wars again repeated om 215t
My, N210 by a seam of wal-
unteers served the migrant
wirkers al the ame loca-
tiom. Prof. B. K Panda. Co-
ardinator and Dr. Seema
Bahimipati, Co-Cordinasor,
Unnat Bharat Abhiyaan
actively participated im thiz
initialive. The team of vol-
unteers incleded Dr.
Rajkumar Singh, Dr. Srikant
Gollapuedi, Dr 5
Mamikandan, Dr. Baraghram
Ramkumar and Dr
Tarakania Nayak.

Prof. BV Raja Kumar, Di-
rector, IIT Bhubaneswar
says, " Even | 900 construc-
i workers whio were held
up in the IIT Campus,
could not leave for their
homes befare the
bockdown was announced.
All the stranded migrant
waorkers inside the ¢

sociation with NBCC and
the contractors, protected
from Covid- 19 and the con-
struction work was coms-
menced by the end of Apnl
e facilitate work for them.
They have been trying o
leave for their homes by
foot theoughout April and
we persuaded them not 1o
leave that way without per-
missions and vehicles and
it has been a very hit chal-
lemge. Siill they have been
oo keen fv go, more so
when some hatches siaried
leaving for their homes af-
ter relaxations were given
by government. Permis-
sions were obtained and
1804 of them left by buses
with full formalities done
during the last o wees,
despite that they may be
facing no work for months
and starvations there. It wall
take months for constnec-
tion works also 1o resume
in full foem. 1 perscnally s=nt
lists of thems o the Chief
Secretaries of their home
siales informing ab<ml their
availahility there for am-
ployment to help in pos-
sible i re-employ-

-~

were lookedasier well in -

mint.




